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Submissions from twenty five different countries were received as a result of the call for papers for the special issue of
IJJOR on “Scheduling in Manufacturing, Information and Service Industries”. Some of the accepted papers were published
in IJOR Vol. 3, No. 2 (pp. 90-154), 2006. Due to large number of submissions, a single issue could not accommodate all the
accepted papers. Therefore, this issue is also dedicated to the accepted papers for the special issue, which is entitled as
“Scheduling in Manufacturing, Information and Service Industries: Part 117,

Scheduling is a decision-making process that plays an essential role in most manufacturing, information and service
industries. Therefore, it is of great importance to develop systematic methods to address the scheduling problems that arise
in these industries. Substantial benefits can be achieved through the use of scheduling techniques to improve the resource
utilization at different levels of decision-making process leading to increased efficiency, capacity utilization and
improvement in organizational profitability. Therefore, efficient scheduling is a must in today’s extremely competitive
environment. There has been an increasing interest on the scheduling problems. This special issue along with IJOR (Vol. 3,
No. 2) have provided an opportunity to the scheduling community to publish papers that contribute to the applications,
solution methods, and theory of scheduling problems.

The swift dissemination of the results to the scheduling community, which was also the main concern of the authors, was
one of the highest priorities while editing this special issue. Therefore, all precautions were taken in order to speed up the
review process. Based on all the submissions to the IJOR special issue, the average time from the submission to the decision
was 76 days for the rejected papers. On the other hand, for the accepted papers, the average time from the submission to
the initial decision was 57 days while the average time from the submission to the final acceptance time was 93 days. By no
means, the speed in the reviewing process implied relaxing the quality requirements set for IJOR. The editorial decision was
based on the judgment of three (in some cases four) reviewers in a double blind refereeing process where the identity of
both authors and referees was not disclosed. Each received paper was sent to independent referees, experts in their areas,
and a paper was accepted only if all the three or four referees at the end agreed with the publication of the paper.

There ate six papers in this special issue covering different issues in the scheduling research. The papers are ordered based
on their acceptance dates.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS Al-Fawzan, M.A. (King Abdulaziz City for Science and
Technology, Saudi Arabia)

Al-Turki, U. (King Fahd University of Petroleum &
Minerals, Saudi Arabia)

Alvarez-Valdes, R. (University of Valencia, Spain)
Anghinolfi, D. (University of Genova, Italy)

Arkat, ]. (Iran University of Science and Technology, Iran)
Artigues, C. (Université d’Avignon et des Pays de Vaucluse,

The guest editor would like to thank the Editor-in-Chief
(Ping-Teng Chang) for the invitation to edit this special
issue of IJOR and to Executive Editor (Ping-Feng Pai) for
his help throughout the preparation of this issue. The
guest editor also sincerely thanks to the authors, whose
papers were accepted, for their valuable contributions to

JJOR and is grateful to those authors whose papers were France)

Aydin, M.E. (University of Luton, UK)

Bard, J.E. (The University of Texas at Austin, USA)
Bierwirth, C. (Martin-Luther-University, Germany)

Braun, O. (University Saarbruecken, Germany)

. . Deshmukh, A. (University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
improved the quality of the accepted papers and surely USA)

Di Gaspero, L. (University of Udine, Italy)

Eksioglu, B. (Mississippi State University, USA)

Geiger, C. (University of Central Florida, USA)

Geiger, M.J. ( Universitit Hohenheim, Stuttgart, Germany)

rejected based on the reports of the referees, and hope that
these authors will find referees’ comments helpful in
revising and submitting their papers to somewhere else.
Sincere appreciation is also extended to the following
referees for their helpful comments and suggestions which

were very useful to improve the quality of the rejected
papers. This issue could not have been completed without
these referees’ efforts.

REFEREES Ghosh, J. (Apratech, Los Angeles, USA)

Groflin, H. (University of Fribourg, Switzerland)
Abbasi, B. (Sharif University of Technology, Iran) Gutjahr, WJ. (University of Vienna, Austria)
Ahmadian, A. (Colorado State University, USA) Herroelen, W. (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium)

Akgunduz, A. (Concordia University, Canada) Ingolfsson, A. (University of Alberta, Canada)



Janiak, A. (Wroclaw University of Technology, Poland)
Jou, C. (Tamkang University, Taiwan, R.O.C.)
Kamburowski, J. (The University of Toledo, Toledo, USA)
Ke, J.C. (National Taichung Institute of Technology,
Taiwan, R.O.C))

Kiss, L. (Université Laval, Québec, Canada)

Kolisch, R. (Technische Universitat Manchen, Germany)
Kumar, S. (Victoria University Footscray Park Campus,
Australia)

Kuo, W.H. (Da-Yeh University, Taiwan, ROC)

Langevin, A. (Ecole Polytechnique Montreal, Canada)
Leus, R. (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium)

Li, X. (Tsinghua University, Beijing, China)

Liao, C.J. (National Taiwan University of Science and
Technology, Taiwan)

Lian, Z. (East China University of Science and Technology,
Shanghai, China)

Lorenzoni, L. L. (FAESA, Vitoria, Brazil)

Merkle, D. (Universitit Leipzig, Germany)

Motavalli, S. (California State University Hayward, USA)
Moz, M. (Universidade Técnica de Lisboa, Portugal)
Norre, S. IUT de Montlucon, France)

Omar, M.K. (Multimedia University, Malaysia)

Ozcan, E. (Yeditepe University, Turkey)

Pawlak, G. (Poznan University of Technology, Poland)

Paolucci, M. (University of Genova, Italy)

Riopel, D. (Ecole Polytechnique de Montréal and Gerad,
Canada)

Rodger, J.A. (Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana,
USA)

Ruiz-Torres, A.]. (University of Texas at El Paso, USA)
Sterna, M. (Poznan University of Technology, Poland)
Tadj, L. (King Saud University, Saudi Arabia)

Tang, L. (Northeastern University, Shenyang, China)
Trautmann, N. (University of Bern)

Sadegheih, A. (University of Yazd, Iran)

Savsar, M. (Kuwait University, Kuwait)

Soroush, HM. (Kuwait University, Kuwait)
Szmerekovsky, J.G. (North Dakota State University, USA)
Valente, J. (Universidade do Porto, Portugal)

Yavuz, M. (University of Florida, USA)

Yildirim, M.B. (Wichita State University, Wichita, USA)
Yeh, J.Y. (National Chiayi University, Taiwan)

Wialigora, G. (Poznan University of Technology, Poland)
Wang L. (Tsinghua University, Beijing, China)

Weathers, C.J. (North Carolina Agricultural and Technical
University, USA)

Weglarz, J. (Poznan University of Technology, Poland)
Zammouri, M. (Ecole Nationale d’Ingénieurs de Gabes,
Tunusia)



